
 

NEWS RELEASE  
 

Farm Credit Mobilizes To Alleviate Hunger 
In California’s Agricultural Communities 

 
Joint Contribution Of $100,000 Will Support Food Banks In Areas Impacted By Drought 
 
 
DENVER (August 13, 2015) — Seven of California’s largest agricultural lenders are once again joining 
forces to alleviate hunger in drought-stricken farm communities throughout the state.  
 
California’s six Farm Credit associations – American AgCredit, Farm Credit Services of Colusa-Glenn, 
Farm Credit West, Fresno Madera Farm Credit, Golden State Farm Credit and Yosemite Farm Credit – 
have pledged $50,000 to rural areas hurt by the historic drought, which has idled hundreds of thousands 
of acres of farmland and left many farm workers unemployed. Denver-based CoBank, which finances 
agricultural cooperatives and other agribusinesses throughout the country, including in California, has 
matched that contribution with an additional $50,000. 
 
The combined $100,000 will be distributed to 18 California food banks. The contribution follows a similar 
joint contribution made by the lenders in 2014. 
 
“California’s agricultural sector is strategically important to the state and to our nation as a whole,” said   
Robert B. Engel, chief executive officer of CoBank. “Farm Credit is committed to supporting this vital 
industry in good times and bad, not only with dependable credit but with other forms of assistance as well. 
We hope this contribution will make a meaningful difference for farm workers and their families, and we 
appreciate the important work that food banks are performing to help them through the drought crisis.” 
 
“One out of three children in the Central Valley goes hungry every day, and the state’s drought conditions 
have only worsened the problem,” said Andrew Souza, president and CEO of Fresno-based Community 
Food Bank, one of the food banks that will receive funds from the Farm Credit contribution. “It is no longer 
just the poor and the homeless who are hungry; working families are also struggling to make ends meet. 
We are so grateful to CoBank and Farm Credit for recognizing the critical nature of this issue and 
stepping up to make a difference.” 
 
The Farm Credit System is a nationwide network of banks and lending associations that provide loans, 
leases and other financial services to agriculture and other rural industries. Farm Credit institutions are 
cooperatively owned by the farmers, ranchers, growers, cooperatives and other borrowers they serve, 
and governed by boards elected by their customer-owners. CoBank and the six Farm Credit associations 
serving California finance every sector of agriculture in the state, including citrus, nuts, vegetables, dairy, 
cotton, rice, livestock, wine and timber.  
 
About CoBank 
CoBank is a $107 billion cooperative bank serving vital industries across rural America. The bank 
provides loans, leases, export financing and other financial services to agribusinesses and rural power, 
water and communications providers in all 50 states. The bank also provides wholesale loans and other 
financial services to affiliated Farm Credit associations serving farmers, ranchers and other rural 
borrowers in 23 states around the country. 
 
CoBank is a member of the Farm Credit System, a nationwide network of banks and retail lending 
associations chartered to support the borrowing needs of U.S. agriculture and the nation's rural economy. 
Headquartered outside Denver, Colorado, CoBank serves customers from regional banking centers 
across the U.S. and also maintains an international representative office in Singapore. 



 
For more information about CoBank, visit the bank's web site at www.cobank.com. 
 
About Farm Credit   
For nearly a century, Farm Credit has been a national provider of credit and related services to rural 
America through its cooperative network of customer-owned lending institutions. Farm Credit provides 
nearly $200 billion in loans and leases to farmers, ranchers, rural homeowners, aquatic producers, timber 
harvesters, agribusinesses, and agricultural and rural utility cooperatives. For more information about the 
Farm Credit System, please visit www.farmcredit.com.  
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